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Abstract 
This article aims to describe the forms of kinship term in Minangkabau language used by 
society in Nagari Simawang. There are six native speakers in Nagari Simawang are going 
to be informants in this research. The informants are determined by purposive sampling 
techniques. The data are collected by using questionnaire, interview, cross-check, 
elicitation, recording, and note taking. In addition, non-participant observation is also 
used to collect the data of using address terms in a conversation. In analyzing the data, the 
content analysis method is used by sorting and classifying data based on the type or 
category of address terms theory through the systems of kinship relation in Minangkabau 
culture. The results of analysis show the society in Nagari Simawang use the form of 
kinship term only, kinship terms which are added by pronouns and adjective, and titles 
only. So, the study of kinship terms is very important because the finding of the research 
can be such documentation to maintain the preservation of language, tradition, and 
culture. 
 
Keywords: Address Term, Kinship Term, Minangkabau Language, Minangkabau 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Minangkabau society is an ethnic group who lives in West Sumatra 
region and has a different culture from other ethnic groups. Every language which 
produced by culture has an addressing system to build good communication. 
Some people usually do addressing someone before they begin conversation. It is 
used to show the interest between participants. So, the address term is needed in 
greeting to maintain social relationship between addresser and addressee in 
society (Wardhaugh, 2008). 
The addressing system in Minangkabau society shows the relationship 
between speakers and hearer in a kinship system. This research focus on the using 
of address term based on Hasbi (1980) about kinship system in Minangkabau. 
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There are four types of kinship system (tali kerabat) in Minangkabau society 
which determine the relationship between participants and lead the participants to 
the right choice in using address term. The four types of kinship system (tali 
kerabat) are tali kerabat mamak kamanakan, tali kerabat suku sako, tali kerabat 
induak bako anak pisang, dan tali kerabat sumando pasumandan. The 
relationship between the kinship system of mamak kamanakan and suku sako are 
related to blood relationship in according to matriarchal system, while the kinship 
system of induak bako anak pisang and sumando pasumandan are related to the 
relationship which is caused by marriage. Based on the explanation above, this 
research focus to assume the research question about the forms of kinship term 
used by the society in Nagari Simawang based on a system of kinship relation in 
Minangkabau culture. 
Several studies about the forms of address terms which are used by 
Minangkabau society have also been published. Chunling (2015) examined the 
difference of Chinese and English kinship term. He explains that Chinese kinship 
term is influenced by some aspects like patriarchal clan and blood elationship. The 
research conducted by Misnawati (2017) also described the forms of address term 
which are used by Minangkabau people in Ujuang Batuang and how the address 
terms are used through a sociolinguistic approach. In other hands, Utama (2012) 
researched about the form of using address terms based on matrilineal progeny 
and marriage in Minangkabaunese, then it shows the form of kinship term and no 
kinship terms, including traditional addressing, religious addressing term, and 
addressing of profession which is used by Minangkabaunese in Tuik IV Koto 
Mudiak region, Batang Kapas sub-district, Pesisir Selatan district. Comparing to 
the previous study, this research has specificities; (1) mapping the characteristics 
of kinship term used by the society in Nagari Simawang based on kinship relation 
in Minangkabau culture, and (2) the findings which indicate that address term 
theory such as Kridalaksana, Chaika and Wardhaugh have not been able to state 
the form of address term as universal. 
Kridalaksana (1982) divided the forms of address terms in Indonesian 
language into nine types, namely (1) pronouns, (2) proper name, (3) kinship 
 
  
 
 TELL-US Journal, Vol. 5, Issue 1, March 2019, P-ISSN: 2442-7608; E-ISSN: 2502-7468 
STKIP PGRI Sumatera Barat – Indonesia 
 
20 
 
terms, (4) title and profession, (5) pe-V ( verb) or the actor's words, (6) noun (kata 
bend) + ku, (7) and (9) noun (kata benda). Some linguists like Chaika and 
Wardhaugh also developed address terms theory. Chaika (1982) explained that 
there are several types of address terms including; first name (FN), title plus last 
name (TLN), only title (T), last name (LN), and special nickname (SN). 
Furthermore, Wardhaugh (2006) also added the types of address term that almost 
similar with Chaika, including first name (FN), title plus last name (TLN), title 
alone (T), last name (LN), pet name (PN), and kinship term (KT). Based on the 
categorization of the address term above, there are several forms that can be 
grouped into one category of address term. First, the form of kinship terms in 
Kridalaksana's theory can be harmonized with the kinship term (KT) in 
Wardhaugh's theory. Second, the form of proper name in Kridalaksana’s theory 
can be equated with first name (FN), last name (LN), and special nicknames (SN), 
and pet name (PN) in Chaika and Wardhaugh’s theory. Third, the form of title and 
profession in Kridalaksana’s theory also has similarities with title only (T) and 
title alone (T) form of the Chaika and Wardhaugh’s theory. 
The using of address terms will refer to the cultural context in a speech 
event. The choice of address terms which are suitable with the cultural context 
becomes an important role in making good conversation. If the using of address 
terms is not appropriate, it can create obstacles in the activity of social interaction. 
It becomes a bad conversation with someone or hearer if the speaker uses the 
address terms that is not right in a certain culture. The accuracy of using address 
terms is seen from the position of the hearer. The position can be related to the 
kinship term or kinship system in a culture. The address terms based on the 
kinship system which are used by society in Nagari Simawang can be a 
characteristic of Minangkabau culture. Nagari Simawang is a region which is 
located in the Rambatan Subdistrict, Tanah Datar District, and West Sumatra 
Province. Nagari Simawang has many tourism objects and its society who like to 
wander. Therefore, the forms of address tems that existed before have the 
potential to be changed or no longer be used someday. So, this study tries to 
describe the forms of address terms that are grouped into kinship term as an effort 
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to maintain the local wisdom of Minangkabau culture in Nagari Simawang in 
order to be well preserved. 
 
METHODS 
This research is carried out with three steps which is proposed by 
Surdayanto (2015). The steps are collecting data, analysing data, and the result of 
analysis. In collecting data, the researcher determined the informants with 
purposive sampling techniques through some categories such as the native 
speaker, gender, and age. After that, the researcher distributed the questionnaire to 
each of six informants and takes it back in two days later. This is the first step to 
get some forms of kinship terms that are still used by the Simawang society. 
When the questionnaire was collected, interview technique can be used to 
complete the data (Arikunto, 2006). The researcher also used elicitation technique 
while doing an interview, in order to obtain the complete data. It is a kind of 
strategies to stir up and direct informants for providing actual information 
(Spolsky, 2003). In determining the validity of the data, the researcher used an 
advanced technique by using the cross-check to compare and verify the 
information from several informants (Bungin, 2001). 
In addition to the interview method, the researcher also uses the 
observational method with the non-participant observation technique (SBLC). 
According to Sudaryanto (2015), the non-participant observation (SBLC) is a 
technique which is the researcher is not involved directly or not participates in 
communication but only listens to language users in an interaction. This technique 
is conducted by staying at one of the informant’s house for one month to collect 
the required data. Then, researcher used recording techniques by using a voice 
recorder and also notes taking technique. Wray, Trott, and Bloomer (in Zaim, 
2014) explained that recording techniques can be done by using audio recorders or 
video recorders to record communication between speakers in a particular 
environment, such as the family environment. 
In data analysis, Spradley (1980) said that data can be grouped after all the 
data is transcribed. The data are sorted and grouped based on the kinship terms 
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used in kinship system of tali kerabat mamak kamanakan, tali kerabat suku sako, 
tali kerabat induak bako anak pisang, dan tali kerabat sumando pasumandan. 
After that, the data are analyzed to describe the characteristic of the kinship term 
used by Minangkabau people in Nagari Simawang. The results of the data 
analysis are presented by an explanation of the form of kinship terms based on the 
Minangkabau cultural context. Some tables are also presented in summarizing the 
results of the study.  
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
The kinship term is closely related to the culture of society. The relationship 
between kinship terms in a language with the kinship system of the culture is 
something that originally discovered by LH Morgan (in Koentjaraningrat, 1985). 
Minangkabau culture shows the using of kinship term based on relations between 
participants in kinship systems that are possibly different from other cultures. The 
finding of this researh shows that Minangkabau language has a characteristic in 
using kinship term.  The kinship terms are described base on relationship between 
speaker (ego) and hearer in the kinship system of Minangkabau culture, as known 
as tali kerabat mamak kamanakan, tali kerabat suku sako, tali kerabat induak 
bako anak pisang, dan tali kerabat sumando pasumandan.  
 
Kinship Term Based on Tali Kerabat Mamak Kamanakan dan Suku Sako 
Navis (1984) said that kinship system of tali kekerabatan mamak 
kamanakan is a relationship between a child and his mother's brother. This can be 
explained that mamak is a mother's brother, while kamanakan is a child of a 
mamak's sister. The forms of address term which used by the ego (kamanakan) 
towards his mother’s brother (mamak) in Nagari Simawang can be seen in the 
table below. 
The Forms of Address Term toward Mamak 
No. Reference Address Term 
1. Mother’s older brother 1. mamak gadang 
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2. Mother’s brother 1.mamak ongah, 2. angku, 3. oom 
3. Mother’s younger brother 1. mamak acik, 2. mamak etek, 3. angku, 
4. oom 
 
The form of address term above is a complete form that used by kamanakan 
(ego) to address the mother's brother (mamak). The address term above is the form 
of kinship term and also a kinship term which added adjectives. This form of 
address term will become a characteristic of Minangkabau language where 
kinship term is followed by an adjective. 
Kinship Term + Adjective 
Kinship Term Adjective 
mamak  gadang (older) 
ongah (middle) 
acik or etek (younger) 
 
In addition, the researcher also found the form of address term where 
kinship term is followed by proper name like Mak Yan. It also becomes the 
characteristic of kinship term which is used by the Minangkabau society. 
Kinship Term + Proper Name 
Kinship Term Proper Name 
Mak (bentuk singkatan dari mamak) Yan (special nickname of Yansen Harun) 
 
There are many address terms which are used to address kamanakan (male 
or female) in Nagari Simawang. The forms of kinship term are anak, buyuang, 
and upiak, while the forms of proper name are first name, last name, special 
nickname, and pet name. Moreover, the form of pronoun is also used to address 
kamanakan like waang for kamanakan (male) and kau for kamanakan (female). 
These forms of address term which are used by mamak toward kamanakan can be 
summarized in the following table. 
The Forms of Address Term toward Kamanakan  
No. Reference Address Term 
1. The child of mamak’s sister 
(male) 
1. proper name, 2. anak, 3. buyuang,  
4. waang 
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2. The child of mamak’s sister 
(female) 
1. proper name, 2. anak, 3. upiak,  
4. kau 
 
Hasbi (1980: 1) said that the kinship system of mamak kamanakan and suku 
sako is caused by blood relationship according to the matriarchal system. Navis 
(1984) explained the kinship system of suku sako is known as a genological 
kinship based on the matriarchal system which is commonly called a suku (clan). 
In the kinship system of mamak kamanakan and suku sako, someone will use the 
kinship term mamak to the mother's brother and to all the men in the same clan 
who have the same age with his mother. Mamak will use the forms of address 
term in the table above to address a child of his sister, a child of someone who is 
in the same clan, and another child who has the same age with his children. 
1) Randi: Eh Mak Eri,baa kaba Mak? 
  (Eh Mak Eri, how are you Mak?) 
Mak Eri: Alhamdulillah, sehat Ndi. 
     (Alhamdulillah, I’am fine, Ndi) 
In the conversation above, Randi uses address term Mak Eri which is 
formed by kinship term Mak (an abbreviation of Mamak) and proper name Eri 
(first name of Eri Antoni). Randi uses address term Mak Eri to someone who has 
the same age as his mother's brother and comes from the same clan, namely 
piliang. Mamak has an important role is guarding and managing kamanakan in the 
Minangkabau culture so that the address term Mak used by Randi in order to 
respect him. 
Kinship Term Based on Tali Kerabat Induak Bako Anak Pisang. 
According to Navis (1984), the kinship system of induak bako anak pisang 
is the kinship relationship between a child and his father's sisters. In other words, 
it is a kinship relationship between a woman and the children of her brothers. 
Induak bako is the father's sister, while the child of the induak bako’s sister is 
anak pisang. The forms of address term which are used by ego (anak pisang) to 
father's sisters can be seen in the table below. 
The Form of Address Term toward Induak Bako 
No. Reference Address Term 
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1. Father’s older sister 1. amak tuo 
2. Father’s sister 1. ongah, 2. ibu, 3. tante 
3. Father’s younger sister 1. oncu, 2. etek, 3. ibu, 4. tante 
 
The address term above is a form of kinship term. However, there is also a 
form of kinship term which is added by adjectives. This is a characteristic form of 
address term which is not found in the theory of Kridalaksana, Chaika, and 
Wardhaugh, like on the following example. 
Kinship Term + Adjective 
 Kinship Term Adjective 
Amak  Tuo (old) 
 
In addition, the researcher also found the form of address term that consists 
of kinship terms + proper name. It also becomes characteristic form of address 
term in Minangkabau language which is used by society in Nagari Simawang.  
Kinship Term + Proper Name 
Kinship Term Proper Name 
Tek (an abbreviation of Etek) Baya (last name of Nur Baya) 
 
Minangkabau society adheres to the matriarchal system, someone allows to 
marriage as long as they are not in one mother's lineage. Someone may marry a 
child of a father's sister (induak bako) because they are not in one mother's 
lineage. Thus, it becomes a kinship system of relationship between induak bako 
and anak pisang. The forms of address term which are used by induak bako 
toward anak pisang can be seen in the table below. 
The Form of Address Term toward Anak Pisang 
No. Reference Address Term 
1. The child of induak bako’s brother 
(male) 
1. proper name, 2. anak, 3. buyuang,  
4. waang 
2. The child of induak bako’s brother 
(female) 
1. proper name, 2. anak, 3. upiak,  
4. kau 
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The using of address term based on the kinship system of induak bako dan 
anak pisang can show their closeness in a speech event. The forms of address 
term which used by induak bako toward anak pisang are also no different from 
the form of address term that used for her own children. Therefore, induak bako 
also considers anak pisang just like her children in a conversation. 
2) Geri: Tek Linda, tiok hari apo se maantaan tapai ka Padang panjang 
Tek? 
(Tek Linda, when you deliver tapai (food) to Padang Tek?) 
Tek Linda: Tiok hari noyen jo jumak Ger 
        (Every Monday and Friday, Ger) 
The address term Tek Linda which is used by Geri at the beginning of the 
sentence has the form of kinship term Tek (an abbreviation of Etek) + proper name 
Linda (first name of Lind Wita). Geri is the son of Linda's brother. Geri uses the 
address term Tek Linda in order to respect people who are older or has a little 
different age with his father. However, Tek Linda uses a form of proper name Ger 
(special nickname from Geri Adrian) to show the closeness of the relationship 
between participants. Chaika (1982) explains that special nickname (SN) is a type 
of address term which is used for participants who have intimate relationships. 
Kinship Term Based on Tali Kerabat Sumando Pasumandan 
The kinship system of sumando pasumandan is the relationship between a 
member of a family in rumah gadang and a member of a family in another rumah 
gadang caused by marriage. A man who got married, he has to live in the wife's 
house, then he is called sumando by the family environment of his wife. In the 
proverb of Minangkabau, the position of sumando is described as abu di ateh 
tunggua, which means that sumando has a very weak position because it depends 
on the kindness of the wife's family to keep him still live in the wife's house. It is 
like the ash ready to fly when a strong wind comes (Arifin 2013). Although 
sumando is in a weak position, he must be respected by his wife's family. Thus, 
the ego (wife's siblings) would be careful in choosing and using address term 
against sumando. 
The Form of Address Term toward Sumando 
No. Reference Address Term 
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1. The husband of older sister 1. gelar adat,  2. tuan, 3. uda, 4. 
abang 
2. The husband of younger brother 1. gelar adat, 2. proper name 
 
The address term of gelar adat (traditional title) is preferred in addressing 
the husband of a sister. It is caused sumando is a person who comes from a family 
in another rumah gadang or another clan (suku) who joins the wife's family. A 
sumando who has an inherited title from his clan (suku), the wife's family have to 
use the title to address sumando in order to respect him. The forms of traditional 
title which found in Nagari Simawang are sutan, malin, mangkuto, and pono. 
However, the forms of an honorable title given are rarely used to address sumando 
because it is influenced by language and cultural globalization. 
3) Geri: Bang Dani, kama nyoko lauak Bang?  
(Bang Dani, Where do you go to take fishing Bang?) 
Bang Dani: ka milin nin Ger 
 (I’ll go to milin, Ger) 
The address term Bang Dani is used by Geri to address the husband of his 
older sister. At this position, Bang Dani is sumando for Geri. The form of address 
term consists of the kinship term Bang dan proper name Dani. 
Kinship Term + Proper Name 
Kinship Term Proper Name 
Bang (an abbreviation of Abang) Dani (First name of Dani) 
 
The conversation above prove that the traditional title is not used to address 
sumando even Dani is someone who has a title Malin in his clan. It shows a shift 
in the values of Minangkabau culture on using address term. The traditional title 
of sumando is like a common thing if it is not mentioned in a conversation, even 
though the traditional title is an identity that has an important role in his clan. The 
form of traditional title Malin and Bang Dani has similarities when it is used to 
respect him even if the position of Sumando is younger than his wife's younger 
brother. However, the form of traditional title Malin is not only used to respect 
him but also to keep the tradition of Minangkabau culture. 
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The position of sumando is different from pasumandan. A woman who got 
married, she will be called as pasumandan in a family environment of her family. 
In other words, the position of a pasumandan is same as the wives of your 
husband's brother. Pasumandan certainly doesn't have a traditional title, so there 
is not address term that prioritized but still has to respect someone who is married 
to your sibling. The address term which is used by the ego (husband's siblings) to 
address the wife of your brother can be seen in the following table. 
The Form of Address Term toward Pasumandan 
No. Reference Address Term 
1. The wife of the older brother 1. kakak, 2. uni, 3. uniang,  4. unang 
2. The wife of the younger brother 1. proper name 
 
The address terms which are used by the ego to address the wife of your 
older brother are kaka, uni, uniang, and unang. In other hands, pasumandan will 
address the ego with a proper name. If the ego is older than the wife of his older 
brother, then ego still uses the address term such as kaka, uni, uniang, and unang. 
Therefore, pasumandan also respect the older ego by using the form of kinship 
term as the example of the conversation below. 
4) Vera: Kak Adek, Vera rancana poi makan malam ka lua, nio apo? 
(Kak Adek, Vera will go to make dinner, do you want something to 
eat? 
Adek: Lanjuik lah Kak 
 (No, thanks Kak) 
The conversation above took a place inside the house of Vera’s husband. 
Vera is pasumandan for Adek because Vera was married to Adek's older brother. 
The address term which is used by Vera has a form of kinship term Kak that 
followed by proper name Adek. 
Kinship Term + Proper Name 
Kinship Term Proper Name 
Kak (an abbreviation of Kakak) Adek (special nickname of Gustia Harini) 
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The address term Kak Adek which used by Vera in order to respect who is 
older than her, even though Adek is her husband’s younger sister. In other hands, 
Adek uses the address term Kak that has a function to respect Vera as the wife of 
his older brother. The using of kinship term which occurs in that conversation, it 
shows mutual respect between participants that controlled by the kinship 
relationship. 
 
CONCLUSION 
Some forms of address terms that can be found have a certain characteristic. 
The finding shows that the theory of kinship term from Kridalaksana, Chaika, and 
Wardhaugh can not categorize the form of address term as universal. The forms of 
address term in Minangkabau language consist of kinship term, kinship term + 
proper name, kinship term + adjective, traditional title, and proper name only such 
as first name, last name, and special nickname. These forms of kinship term 
become characteristic of Minangkabau culture which is not similar to other 
cultures and languages. So, the researcher adds knowledge and reference about the 
kinship term of Minangkabau language. The kinship term which found in Nagari 
Simawang has a certain function when it is used. Minangkabau culture teaches 
“tiok kato baalamaik” which means someone must use address term to start a 
conversation or to respect other people because it is going to be good manners in 
the Minangkabau culture. 
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